
ENGLISH 12 

The Final Reader Response: Edna’s Decision 
 

Directions: The reader’s response is a short (about ¾ to one page), informal written reaction to a 
section of text. Reader’s responses are most useful and analytical when you pick an narrow topic 
and “dig deep.” Your job is to read the prompt and respond in a detailed and thoughtful fashion. 
Write your response on a separate sheet of paper and attach to the prompt. 
 

Edna’s End:  
In the end, Edna decides that the best thing for everyone--herself, her children, Robert, Leonce--is 
for her to die. As she swims out into the ocean, never to return again, she experiences a sense of 
peace and (arguably) freedom that she never felt before. However, suicide is quite a controversial 
choice, and many would argue that Edna’s decision to end her life is the wrong one. In this final 
reader response, I want you to share your feelings on Edna’s end. Did she in any way “win” or gain 
the independence she was looking for? Could she have found fulfillment and happiness if she had 
lived? How so? What could she have done differently? Be strong and opinionated, but back up how 
you feel with evidence to create a strong argument.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 12 

The Final Reader Response: Edna’s Decision 
 

Directions: The reader’s response is a short (about ¾ to one page), informal written reaction to a 
section of text. Reader’s responses are most useful and analytical when you pick an narrow topic 
and “dig deep.” Your job is to read the prompt and respond in a detailed and thoughtful fashion. 
Write your response on a separate sheet of paper and attach to the prompt. 
 

Edna’s End:  
In the end, Edna decides that the best thing for everyone--herself, her children, Robert, Leonce--is 
for her to die. As she swims out into the ocean, never to return again, she experiences a sense of 
peace and (arguably) freedom that she never felt before. However, suicide is quite a controversial 
choice, and many would argue that Edna’s decision to end her life is the wrong one. In this final 
reader response, I want you to share your feelings on Edna’s end. Did she in any way “win” or gain 
the independence she was looking for? Could she have found fulfillment and happiness if she had 
lived? How so? What could she have done differently? Be strong and opinionated, but back up how 
you feel with evidence to create a strong argument.  


