
Graded Discussion: Macbeth 
 
➢What is the point of the character change/switching of roles between Macbeth and 

Lady Macbeth? 
➢Is there too much pressure on Macbeth? Is that why he commits the crimes? 
➢Why do the witches do what they do? 

○Straight up evil. They delight in the pain of others. Hecate is mad at the witches 
only because they didn’t involve her in the fun. She says she has powers to make 
Macbeth’s life even more awful, so why wouldn’t they consult her? 

➢What would happen if Macbeth would’ve just killed Duncan and then acted like a 
normal and good king? 

➢Was Macbeth willingly entering into battle a way for him to commit suicide? 
➢Connections to other texts? 

○Frankenstein? passion, guilt 
○Ethan Frome? fate vs. free will 

➢Did Macbeth always want to kill for the kingship? 
○Consider his speeches-- he often talks about what is right and wrong but not 

really that he will feel bad for doing the wrong thing. 
○Is he more afraid of judgement and what will happen to his soul than actually 

feeling guilt? 
○And then this brings up questions of his guilt: is he sorry for what he did or 

sorry because it will have negative effects? 
➢What does it truly mean to “be a man” in this play? 
➢Theme: fate vs. free will 

○Shakespeare’s intentions: It’s all about the choices you make, so don’t make poor 
ones? 

➢Would Macbeth have killed Malcolm and Donalbain if they had hung around 
Scotland? 



○Consider what that would do to the suspicion level surrounding Macbeth. If 
someone slaughtered the entire royal family plus the chamberlains are killed by 
Macbeth, who then is pronounced king, it becomes pretty clear that Macbeth 
murdered the king. 

➢Did Lady Macbeth win in any way? 
○Queen 
○Husband distant and stops including her in schemes 
○Everyone dying and unhappy 
○Guilt (sleepwalking, handwashing) 
○Death - suicide 

➢Why doesn’t Lady Macbeth just kill the king? 
○She said she would’ve done it herself, but when she saw the king sleeping, he 

looked like her own father, so she couldn’t. 
➢Did Macbeth have complete faith in the witches’ prophecies? 

○If he did, then why not just wait to become king naturally? 
○If he did, then wouldn’t he have complete faith that no matter what he did 

(murdering a king) he would reap the rewards the witches spoke to him? So then, 
why NOT kill the king? 

➢Whose fault is it (it being the whole tragedy, I suppose)? 
○The witches 
○Lady Macbeth 
○Macbeth 

➢What role does fear play in the play? 
 
 


