
#34-The Teenager’s Declaration of Independence 

 

As adolescents of a new era are emerging, we are facing harrowing injustices. As a 

generation we endure workloads that inflict pain and suffering upon us like shackled 

captives. We have witnessed our basic rights be taken from our own hands, because of 

the fear of what we may do. We have had hours of aimless labor bestowed upon us to 

promote pointless ideas. We have tolerated this maltreatment for far too long; therefore, 

we must sever from this tyranny so that our generation can adapt to a superior and 

more prominent society. We deserve a society where authority approaches us with the 

utmost respect. 

 

The pain we have sustained has enlightened us as a generation. The light has showered 

us and sparked a passion to unearth the truth. We are inspired to bring forth our voices 

to cry about the struggles we have faced. We now realize what we need to exercise our 

basic rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. From this point on and for the 

remainder of the foreseeable future my generation will not tolerate these acts of malice 

that are inflicted upon us by authority, society, and adults. We are equipped for an era of 

reform, civility, justice, and integrity. These truths are what our generation desires and 

demands. We demand a meaningful education, the reduction of aimless classes, a 

feasible amount of work, and more freedom at school. We have uncovered these truths 

and now we must fight to make these unalienable rights known. 

 

We are forced to grasp very elaborate concepts. We are expected to memorize these 

concepts for an examination, but immediately afterwards those concepts are consigned 

to oblivion. We do not reach a deeper sense of learning and therefore we are not 

equipped with appropriate analytical and problem-solving skills. We are being taught in 

a trivial way; therefore the subject matter does not resonate in the mind of students. 

Education appears pointless to students, because it does not truly measure any form of 

intelligence, just basic memorization skills. We must ask ourselves, is taking a test the 

only way to show understanding and knowledge? Students should be given more 

options to express their learning. We students demand that teachers limit the amount of 

tests given and allow for more abstract and creative ways of examination, like projects or 

presentations. This will allow students to become more well-rounded and actually retain 

the information they are given. Teachers will have more fun with the curriculum 

because of the new and interesting projects. These adjustments are absolutely necessary 

for the success of the future generation and for our educators. 

 



Students should be challenged and taught skills that are relevant to their future 

endeavors. Students should be given the option to explore different career fields; learn 

about basic skills like cooking, sewing, and cleaning; become informed about what skills 

they possess; and what career will fit their individual strengths. Classes should be 

offered that are revolved around these relevant topics like Home Economics, business 

courses, and specialized career classes. In fact, all classes should incorporate these 

essential life skills. Learning would become meaningful to students and benefit the 

students immensely. Not only will these adjustments benefit students in the imminent 

future, but for the longevity of their existence.  

 

We are forced to submit to physical activity in the form of physical education, even if a 

student is already performing physical activity in an extra-curricular. Students should 

not be required to take a physical education class if they participate in at least one sport 

during the school year. The main objective of a physical education class is to assure that 

students are developing their aerobic capacity and to maintain appropriate levels of 

body fat in students, but sports manage both of these aspects in more relevant ways. 

Sports practices are longer than physical education classes; therefore, the objectives of 

physical education are attained more effectively. Students are subjugated to excessive 

and pointless labor which is cruel and unnecessary. Physical education should not be 

required for athletes. 

 

We are forced to take a study hall even if we do not require a study hall in our schedules. 

Because of this our free will is obliterated and we are condemned to an insignificant 

class hour. How are students expected to be efficient if they feel that they are doing a 

pointless activity? Many kids have a plethora of classes they yearn to take, but ultimately 

have to reduce their desired classes due to not having enough time in a day. We are 

forced to take a study hall hour which is usually spent completing homework or 

unfinished tasks, but many students finish their duties and have a substantial amount of 

time remaining.  This time is usually wasted. Students should be allowed to take a class 

during 8th hour and should have the option of taking a study hall. This will allow for 

more enrichment in students because more meaningful classes can be taken. Also, 

students can be more productive in study hall hours if they actually desire to be in that 

class. This is a change that needs to be addressed for the betterment of students’ 

education. 

 

We are forced to rise at an absurd time in the early hours of the morning to attend 

school. We are trying to balance the adversities of not only school, but life, on very little 

rest. We are expected to perform adequately with an inadequate amount of rest. It is an 

expectation few can uphold. We declare, as an exhausted generation, that we should be 



allotted 2 extra hours of sleep by moving the start time of school from 8:07 to 10:07. 

This allows students to perform more effectively in school, sports, and ultimately life. 

The entire school environment will benefit from this necessary adjustment. 

 

We are forced to dwell in the same area during our lunch period. We are not allowed to 

leave the campus to purchase lunch or stop back home. We are only given three options 

for lunch: cold lunch, hot lunch, or no lunch at all. We declare that students should be 

allowed to leave school during lunch if they are green level. Students would be required 

to sign in and out of the school so the administration can oversee the students that 

depart. This would be a privilege only granted to green level students, so it would 

motivate students who are not achieving academically. It would also help local 

businesses flourish. Open campus is a basic right that we demand, and it will bring 

success to all. 

 

We are forced to take semester tests on our final day school. The last thing students 

want to do is spend hours upon hours studying and completing semester tests. We 

demand that our last day of school be spent on a field trip to commemorate and 

celebrate the hard work and achievements that occurred during the year. The field trip 

would be chosen by the students and approved by administration. It would be a 

stress-free day, which is quite the opposite of the current structure of our final day. 

Many may think this would not work, for students would not show up, but many other 

schools partake in this activity and it is seen as an important part of their school 

schedule. Many schools do not face problems when implementing this schedule. A 

stress-free last day of school is a basic right for students. 

 

As a generation we have attempted many times to make our grievances known. We have 

begged authority for the respect we deserve. We have stood up for what we believe in 

only to be shot down. We have warned society what will come if we are not listened to. 

When is the correct time to finally make our demands known? The answer is now. 

 

We students unite together to officially announce that we are no longer obliged to the 

injustices and corruption we face by the authority of today’s society. We are no longer 

withholding our voice, for we will shout into the void of injustice. We must secede from 

pointless school work, stressful final days of school, and an imprisoned lunch hour. We 

declare as a generation that we are done with parents, teachers, authority, and society. 

We are ready for the new era of change and reform for the hope of a better nation. We 

are questioned by many but we are confident in our ways. We are the generation of the 

future and we no longer sit idle to the cruelty we face. 

 



 

 

 

 


